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STAFF  OF  THE  PUBLIC  HEALTH  DEPARTMENT 


Medical  Officer  of  Health 
School  Medical  Officer 
Medical  Officer  for  Maternity 
and  Child  Welfare 
Medical  Superintendent  of 
Isolation  Hospital 


fA.  D.  Symons,  M.D.,  Ch.B., 
M.R.C.S.,  L.R.C.P.,  D.P.H. 


Assistant  Medical  Officer  of  Health  :  | Kathleen  M.  Ball,  M.B., 

B.Ch.,  D.P.H. 

Senior  Sanitary  Inspector  :  §f*T.  Williams. 

Housing  Inspector  :  Vacant. 

/§t*N.  Edge. 

Temporary  Sanitary  Inspectors  :  \  §fK.  W.  Greenwood  (appointed 


Health  Visitors  : 

Health  Visitor  and  School  Nurse  : 
School  Nurse  : 

Matron  of  Isolation  Hospital  : 
Chief  Clerk  : 

Assistant  Clerks  :  j 

Abattoir  Superintendent  and 
Meat  Inspector  : 


25th  September). 

fMRS.  E.  Godson,  B.A.,  C.M.B. 
fMiss  W.  Kyd-Aitken,  C.M.B. 
(retired  31st  March). 

jMiss  E.  L.  Hughes,  C.M.B. 

fMiss  M.  Williams. 

Miss  A.  K.  Ellis. 

fG.  Nicholas. 

fMiss  F.  C.  Puddle. 

fMiss  B.  Irving. 

fMiss  H.  Ward.  (Temporary) 

§*S.  R.  Reed. 
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Part-Time  Officers. 


Medical  Officer  of  Ante-Natal 
Clinic,  Obstetric  Consultant 
and  Consultant  for  Puer¬ 
peral  Pyrexia,  etc. 


Dental  Officer,  Maternity  and  ( 
Child  Welfare  :  1 


Sampling  Officer  : 

Dermal  Clinic  Nurse  (Scabies 
Treatment)  : 

Social  Worker  (Care  of 
Illegitimate  Children)  : 

Meteorological  Observer  : 

Public  Analyst  : 


|  D.  A.  Urquhart,  M.B.,  Ch.B. 

) 

Bernhard  Scharf,  M.D., 
Vienna  (Temporary). 

W.  C.  Heas. 

Mrs.  W.  M.  Sargent. 

Miss  E.  Douce. 

R.  Gray. 

Harold  Lowe,  M.Sc.,  F.I.C. 


•Qualified  Meat  Inspectors. 

tContribution  towards  salary  made  under  Public  Health  Acts  or  by 
Exchequer  grants. 

§Qualified  Sanitary  Inspectors. 


Health  Centre, 
Murivance, 
Shrewsbury, 

June,  1945. 

To  the  Mayor,  Aldermen  and  Councillors  of  the 
Borough  of  Shrewsbury . 

Mr.  Mayor,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

I  have  the  honour  to  present  my  twentieth  Annual  Report  on 
the  health  of  the  Borough  during  the  year  1944. 

From  the  health  statistical  point  of  view  this  last  of  the  full 
years  of  the  European  war  has  eclipsed  its  predecessors  on  the 
positive  side. 

The  number  of  live  births,  which  was  866,  is  the  greatest  number 
of  births  in  a  year  ever  recorded  in  Shrewsbury.  This  phenomenon, 
if  so  it  may  be  called,  is  not  entirely  due,  however,  to  an  awakening 
of  the  social  conscience  as  regards  a  marriage  duty  to  produce  a 
family,  so  much  as  an  indication  of  war  emotionalism  combined 
with  lower  moral  standards.  This  statement  is  partly  illustrated 
by  the  fact  that  102  or  almost  12%  of  the  births  were  illegitimate 
births.  In  pre-war  years  the  average  number  of  illegitimate  births 
was  30. 

Turning  from  the  nature  of  these  births  to  the  infants  themselves, 
it  is  noteworthy  that,  despite  a  birth  rate  that  is  the  highest  since 
1921,  the  Infant  Mortality  Rate  of  24  per  1,000  live  births  is  the 
lowest  ever  recorded  in  Shrewsbury. 

The  death  rate  was  lower  than  in  the  previous  year,  and  was 
10.3  per  1,000  population,  compared  with  11.9  in  1943. 

There  was  only  one  case  of  Diphtheria  during  the  year,  for 
which  happy  circumstance,  past  effort  in  connection  with  immunisa¬ 
tion,  must  receive  tribute. 

Foremost  in  most  minds  are  hopes,  plans,  schemes  and  aims 
for  the  future,  but  in  this  forward  pilgrimage  which  enthusiasm 
may  hurry  too  rapidly,  it  is  as  well  to  glance  back  now  and  again 
to  ensure  we  have  left  no  litter  behind  us.  I,  therefore,  draw 
attention  to  the  desirability  of  not  forgetting  the  old  in  our  pursuit 
of  the  new,  and  this  applies  to  both  properties  and  persons. 

As  regards  the  former,  the  sections  of  this  Report  headed  Water 
Supply  and  Drainage,  Sewerage  and  Closet  Accommodation 


6 


respectively,  demonstrate  that  more  particularly  in  the  areas  added 
to  the  Borough  on  extension,  we  have  some  tidying  up  to  do,  in 
that  some  180  houses  are  without  a  piped  water  supply  or  a  water 
carriage  system  of  sewage  disposal. 

In  view  of  the  fact  above,  that  some  day  in  the  near  future  the 
Local  Government  Boundary  Commission  will  adjudicate,  on 
representations  by  Shrewsbury  or  otherwise,  that  one  of  the  inten¬ 
tions  of  the  Commission  which  is  that  where  suitable,  there  should 
be  marriage  of  surrounding  rural  areas  to  existing  towns,  it  would 
seem  that  we  should  contemplate  the  practicability  of  making 
ourselves  so  attractive  that  the  swains  on  our  outskirts  could  not 
resist  us.  In  other  words,  if  we  do  all  we  can  for  the  rural  fringe 
of  our  existing  Borough,  we  should  have  a  good  case  to  embrace 
others  who  might  welcome  our  favours. 

I  now  turn  from  the  question  of  property  affairs  to  those  of 
persons. 

Although  it  is  not  one  of  our  immediate  problems,  the  years 
are  not  very  far  distant  when  legislators  or  those  interested  or 
concerned  with  social  welfare  problems  will  have  to  consider  the 
needs  of  the  elderly,  in  view  of  changing  circumstances. 

In  China  the  old  are  respected  and  revered,  and,  may  be,  have 
more  attention  paid  to  them  than  to  the  young. 

In  the  West  the  case  is  rather  the  reverse,  for  we  quite  properly, 
with  a  different  humanitarian  outlook,  concentrate  our  efforts  on 
behalf  of  the  young,  whilst  tending  to  allow  the  elderly  to  trail  in 
the  wake  of  social  progress. 

In  the  present  accelerator  age  in  this  country,  there  is  a  tendency 
to  be  impatient  with  the  elderly  and  to  regard  them  either  as 
brakes  on  progress  and  obstructive  to  new  ideas  or  as  a  hindrance 
generally. 

Although  the  birth  rate  has  risen  during  the  war  years  and 
the  rise  is  likely  to  be  maintained,  as  after  the  previous  Great  War, 
for  some  years  yet,  it  is  most  likely  that  it  will  fall  again,  so  that 
the  million  children  we  are  now  deficient  of,  due  to  the  low  birth 
rate  between  the  wars,  will  not  be  made  good,  but  the  deficiency 
may  be  made  greater  still  by  the  end  of  another  generation. 

It  is  significant  that  in  Sweden,  as  the  standard  of  living  has 
increased,  the  birth  rate  has  decreased,  and  this  phenomenon, 
whether  it  is  good  or  bad,  will  no  doubt  be  repeated  in  this  country 
as  our  standard  of  living  gets  higher  and  higher. 
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In  course  of  time,  unless  predictions  are  falsified  by  a  change 
of  moral  or  social  outlooks,  this  country  will  possess  an  increasing 
number  of  elderly  people  who  are  no  longer  a  productive  portion 
of  the  population,  and  those  who  cannot  manage  to  look  after 
themselves  will  need  material  assistance  to  allow  them,  as  they 
should,  to  spend  their  remaining  days  in  serenity  of  mind,  even 
if  their  bodies  are  still  subject  to  the  degenerations  of  old  age  or 
worn  by  the  stresses  and  strains  of  their  struggle  in  life. 

If  cars  for  all  and,  later  on,  aeroplanes  for  all,  is  to  be  one 
aspect  of  a  higher  standard  of  living  to  satisfy  the  restlessness 
which  the  internal  combustion  engine  invites  the  younger  genera¬ 
tions  to  pursue,  the  care  of  the  elderly  by  their  descendants  may 
become  irksome  if  it  interferes  with  the  freedom  of  the  movements 
of  those  who  wish  to  wander. 

On  the  other  hand  this  possibility  may  be  counteracted  if  some 
State  scheme  of  domestic  help  of  a  whole  time  or  part  time  nature 
is  introduced. 

But  domestic  help  of  a  sort  is  not  a  complete  answer  to  very 
many  problems  of  old  age  itself  or  its  infirmities. 

It  does  not,  for  instance,  completely  compensate  for  loneliness 
or  for  the  sense  of  feeling  unwanted. 

Many  hotels  and  boarding  houses  are  populated  by  widows  of 
men  who  contributed  to  their  premature  death  by  the  strains  imposed 
in  creating  a  fortune. 

At  the  other  end  of  the  scale  there  are  the  poor  who  exist  in 
almshouses.  And  in  between  there  are  a  relatively  few  hostels 
conducted  by  philanthropic  effort  for  those  who  are  neither  rich 
nor  poor. 

One  of  the  duties  of  a  Medical  Officer  of  Health  is  to  survey 
the  social  conditions  in  his  area,  and  to  advise  on  any  steps  which 
may  benefit  the  health  of  the  community  in  that  area. 

Although,  because  prevention  of  ill  health  is  always  in  mind, 
one  tends  to  look  forward  to  the  future,  and  is  therefore  apt  to 
concentrate  on  the  children  we  have  and  those  who  are  to  come  ; 
yet  one  must  at  times  look  back  so  as  not  to  neglect  the  old  who 
have  served  their  time,  done  their  duty  and  deserve  consideration 
and  comfort  of  mind  and  body  in  their  twilight. 

Whilst  realising,  therefore,  that  at  the  present  moment  we  are 
all  thinking  of  the  returning  sailor,  soldier,  or  airman,  and  of  the 
civilians  who  are  restricted  in  their  family  making  because  they 
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are  in  rooms,  let  us  not  be  unmindful  of  the  grandparents  through 
whose  agency  the  younger  generations  have  been  brought  into  this 
world. 

In  planning  community  housing  estates  of  the  future,  the  small 
house  of  a  single  or  a  couple  of  bedrooms  will  be  incorporated,  and 
may  serve  for  elderly  couples,  widows,  widowers,  or  spinsters. 

These  small  houses  with  their  small  gardens  will  be  appreciated 
by  some. 

There  are  others  who  will  live  with  and  be  cared  for  by  their 
relatives,  but  I  want  to  mention  a  group  who  are  not  catered  for 
at  present,  and  I  do  so  because  this  war  has  shown  me  instances 
of  the  lack  of  what  is  needed. 

Some  elderly  people  do  not  want  a  garden  to  tend,  others  dislike 
noise  and  the  exuberance  of  youth,  and  others,  because  of  infirmity 
or  chronic  ill  health  not  of  a  serious  nature,  have  to  depend  on  the 
kindness  and  help  of  neighbours,  which  is  often  willingly  given,  but 
is  an  imposition.  If  neighbours  are  unco-operative  or  if  the  elderly 
person  is  obstinate  or  of  sturdy  independence  and  resents  help,  it 
often  results  in  that  person,  as  he  or  she  becomes  older  and  weaker, 
failing  physically  and  mentally  and  incapable  of  looking  after  a 
house  or  himself  or  herself  properly. 

Beds  in  general  hospitals  cannot  be  occupied  by  such  people, 
and  the  only  present  solution  is  the  Public  Assistance  Institution. 

Such  cases  who  require  care  and  attention  are  not  confined  only 
to  the  poorer  classes,  and  something  is  needed  whether  provided 
by  the  municipality  or  by  philanthropy  to  prevent  elderly  people 
from  sinking  to  this  state  and  losing  their  self  respect. 

And  so  for  the  elderly  who  do  not  wish  to  reside  on  a  housing 
estate,  or  who  have  no  relatives  or  neighbours  who  can  give  them 
such  attention  as  to  provide  for  all  their  mental  and  bodily  needs, 
it  seems  to  me  that  small  hostels  for  the  aged  might  be  considered. 

In  these  days  it  is  not  very  popular  to  talk  about  classes  of 
society,  so  that  to  suggest  classes  of  hostels  might  be  taken  amiss. 
I  have  the  temerity,  however,  to  say  that  I  do  not  believe  in 
classlessness. 

In  the  domestic  animal  world  we  create  classes  :  hence  our 
cart  horses,  hunters  and  race  horses,  and  in  our  human  family  the 
same  thing  occurs  by  the  initiative,  energy,  competition  and 
struggle  of  individuals  one  against  another,  so  that  those  who 
now  hold  a  title,  high  rank  or  position,  if  their  ancestry  was  traced, 
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would  be  found  to  have  been  descended  from  the  sturdy  yeoman 
or  the  mariners  of  England. 

I  am  not  talking  politics,  but  about  human  nature  and  human 
nature,  like  love,  will  continue  for  ever  in  this  world  until  another 
planet  collides  with  us  or  until  some  scientist  unleashes  further 
atomic  energy  and  destroys  us  all. 

I  envisage,  therefore,  small  hostels  and  not  large  soulless  institu¬ 
tions,  in  which  elderly  people  can  have  their  own  private  bed-sitting 
room  adorned  with  cherised  personal  possessions,  a  communal 
dining  room  as  well  as  a  sitting  room  where  chatting  and  knitting 
can  be  contemporaneous  and,  apart  from  the  domestic  staff  to  do 
the  catering,  cooking  and  heavier  cleaning,  there  might  be  a  resident 
or  daily  visiting  nurse  who  could  listen  to  the  tales  of  aches  and 
pains  and  attend  to  minor  maladies. 

Surely  such  a  place  small  enough  to  feel  homely  and  yet  provid¬ 
ing  privacy  as  well  as  social  opportunities  would,  without  too  many 
rules  or  regulations,  be  a  godsend  to  those  who  now  live  alone  and 
often  in  anxiety  as  to  what  is  to  become  of  them  some  day  ? 

It  is  not,  of  course,  an  economic  proposition,  and  that  is  why 
private  enterprise  never  has  and  never  will  undertake  this  problem, 
but  I  think  that  if  a  municipality  is  to  strive  for  the  health  and  happi¬ 
ness  of  all  its  citizens  who  need  help,  the  old  should  not  in  the  future 
become  another  "  Forgotten  Army.” 

This  is  not  a  revolutionary  proposal,  seeing  that  already  we 
possess  a  Municipal  Hostel  for  Men,  though  it  is  true  it  is  not 
intended  specifically  for  the  elderly  or  those  whose  working  days 
are  over. 

It  is  suggested,  therefore,  that  consideration  might  be  given 
in  due  course,  not  only  to  small  flats  or  small  houses  for  those 
elderly  persons  who  are  capable  of  looking  after  them,  but  also 
to  the  possibility  of  the  provision  of  the  type  of  hostel  I  have 
described  for  those  who  cannot  look  after,  but  want  looking  after. 

Many  of  the  occupants  of  such  a  hostel  would  release  a  small 
house  elsewhere,  which  would  be  useful  for  those  newly  married  or 
for  childless  couples. 

It  might  well  be  that  hostels  could  be  set  up,  not  in  the  suburbs, 
but  in  the  more  central  parts  of  the  town  on  sites  cleared  of  worn 
out  houses. 

I  have  the  honour  to  be, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

A.  D.  Symons. 
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GENERAL  STATISTICS,  1944 


Rateable  value  of  the  Borough  .  £307,820 

Sum  represented  by  a  Penny  Rate  ...  ...  ...  £1,230 

Area  of  the  Borough  (excluding  water)  in  acres  ...  8,034 

Population  (Registrar  General’s  estimate,  middle  of 

1944)  .  42,800 

Persons  per  acre  calculated  on  above  population  5.3 

Inhabited  houses  (December  31st,  1944)  .  11,400 


Male.  Female. 


Live  Births 


( Legitimate 
|  Illegitimate 


425 

46 


339 

56 


Total 


BIRTH  RATE  per  1,000  estimated  resident  population 
Stillbirths 

Stillbirth  Rate  per  1,000  Total  Births 
Deaths  . 


DEATH  RATE  per  1,000  population 

Deaths  from  Puerperal  Sepsis  ... 

,,  ,,  Other  Puerperal  causes  ... 

MATERNAL  MORTALITY  per  1,000  Total  Births 
(live  and  still) 

INFANT  MORTALITY  RATE  . 

Legitimate  Infant  Mortality  Rate  per  1,000  legitimate 
live  births  . 

Illegitimate  Infant  Mortality  Rate  per  1,000  illegitimate 
live  births 

Deaths  from  Cancer  (all  ages) . 

,,  ,,  Measles  (all  ages)  . 

,,  ,,  Whooping  Cough  (all  ages)  . 

,,  ,,  Diarrhoea  (under  2  years  of  age) 


866 

20.2 

15 

17.0 

441 

10.3 

1 

2 

3.4 

24 

26 

10 

75 

Nil 

1 

3 
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WEATHER  CONDITIONS 

The  Climatological  Station  situated  at  Monkmoor  Isolation 
Hospital  is  recognised  by  the  Air  Ministry  and  subject  to  periodical 
inspection. 

Rainfall. — The  total  rainfall  was  23.29  inches,  compared  with 
24. IS  and  22.08  in  the  previous  years  respectively. 

Sunshine. — The  number  of  hours  of  bright  sunshine  recorded 
was  1316.9,  compared  with  1413.4  and  1319.3  in  the  previous  years 
respectively. 

Temperatures. — Extremes  of  temperature  during  the  year  were 
as  follows  : — 

Warmest  Day  (Highest  Maximum)  May  29th  ...  ...  86° 

Warmest  Night  (Highest  Minimum)  August  10th  and  11th  62° 

Coldest  Day  (Lowest  Maximum)  ...  December  25th  ...  28° 

Coldest  Night  (Lowest  Minimum)  Lebruary  29th  ...  10° 

A  monthly  summary  of  the  readings  is  set  out  in  the  following 
table. 


Weather  Statistics.  Shrewsbury,  1944. 
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VITAL  STATISTICS 

of  Whole  District  During  1944  and  Previous  Years 
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POPULATION 


The  Registrar  General’s  estimate  of  the  civil  population  of 
Shrewsbury  at  the  middle  of  1944  was  42,800,  compared  with 
42,890  in  the  previous  year. 


BIRTHS 


There  were  866  live  births  compared  with  744,  and  839  in  the 
two  previous  years  respectively. 

The  number  of  live  births  is  the  highest  that  has  ever  been 
recorded  in  Shrewsbury. 

The  birth  rate  for  1944  was  20.2,  compared  with  17.3  and  18.7 
in  the  previous  years  respectively. 

The  birth  rate  for  1944  is  the  highest  since  1921. 

The  866  live  births  may  be  analysed  as  follows  : — 


Legitimate  Illegitimate 


Male  ... 
Female 


425 

339 


Illegitimate  Births 

There  were  102  illegitimate  births  compared  with  61,  61  and 
43  in  the  previous  years  respectively. 

The  illegitimate  birth  rate  was  2.38  per  1,000  population,  the 
illegitimate  births  being  a  percentage  of  11.77  of  the  total  live 
births. 

Stillbirths 

There  were  15  stillbirths  compared  with  23  and  25  in  the  two 
previous  years  respectively. 

The  stillbirth  rate  per  1,000  total  population  was  0.35,  the 
stillbirths  being  a  percentage  of  1.7  of  the  total  births. 


DEATHS 


The  number  of  deaths  during  the  year  was  441  compared  with 
509  and  419  in  the  previous  years  respectively. 

Of  the  441  deaths,  216  were  males  and  225  were  females.  The 
crude  death  rate  was  10.3  per  1,000  population  compared  with 
11.9  and  9.3  in  the  previous  years  respectively. 

It  is  interesting  to  note  that,  not  counting  deaths  of  infants 
under  one  year  of  age,  there  were  only  17  deaths  of  children  between 
the  ages  of  1  and  15  from  a  total  death  roll  of  441,  whereas  there 
were  280  deaths  of  persons  aged  65  and  over. 
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Causes  of  and  Ages  at  Death  during  the  Year  1944 


Nett  Deaths  at  the  subjoined 
“  Residents  ’’  whether  occurring 

WITHOUT  THE  DISTRICT 

AGES  OF 

WITHIN  OR 

Causes  of  Death 

Male 

Female 

Under  1 

•-H 

C4 

CO 

»o 

o  1 

tO 

r—i 

o 

to 

CO 

to 

65  and 

over 

216 

225 

21 

3 

— 

3 

— 

6 

2 

3 

16 

12 

95 

280 

Typhoid  and  para¬ 
typhoid  fevers 

Cerebro-spinal  fever  . . . 

1 

_ 

_ 

_ 

_ 

_ 

_ 

_ 

— 

— 

— 

1 

— 

Scarlet  fever  ... 

Whooping  cough 

1 

— 

1 

Diphtheria 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Tuberculosis  of  res- 

piratory  system 

5 

5 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

— 

3 

3 

3 

— 

Other  forms  of  tuber- 

culosis 

1 

2 

1 

_ 

_ 

— 

_ 

_ 

_ 

1 

— 

— 

1 

— 

Syphilitic  diseases 

1 

— 

— 

_ 

_ 

— 

_ 

_ 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

Influenza 

_ 

3 

— 

_ 

_ 

— 

— 

_ 

— 

— 

1 

— 

— 

2 

Measles 

_ 

— 

— 

_ 

_ 

— 

— 

_ 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Acute  polio-myelitis  & 

polio-encephalitis  . . . 

— 

Acute  inf.  encephalitis 

— 

Cancer  of  buc.  cav.  and 

oesoph.  (M.).uterus(F) 

4 

6 

5 

5 

Cancer  of  stomach  and 

duodenum  ... 

6 

7 

4 

8 

Cancer  of  breast 

— 

9 

1 

— 

4 

4 

Cancer  of  all  other  sites 

21 

23 

— 

5 

14 

25 

Diabetes 

2 

4 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

1 

— 

2 

2 

Intra-cranial  vascular 

lesions 

20 

33 

13 

40 

Heart  disease... 

58 

54 

— 

— 

— 

1 

— 

2 

— 

— 

1 

1 

18 

89 

Other  diseases  of  circu- 

latory  system 

8 

6 

1 

— 

4 

9 

Bronchitis 

15 

8 

4 

19 

Pneumonia 

5 

7 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

1 

3 

6 

Other  respiratory 

diseases 

2 

2 

2 

2 

Ulcer  of  stomach  or 

duodenum  ... 

2 

1 

1 

2 

Diarrhoea  under  2  years 

1 

2 

3 

Appendicitis  ... 

1 

1 

2 

6 

Other  digestive  diseases 

5 

3 

2 

Nephritis 

8 

3 

4 

7 

Puerperal  and  post- 

i 

1 

abort,  sepsis 

— 

Other  maternal  causes 

— 

2 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

2 

— 

— 

— 

Premature  birth 

6 

2 

8 

Congenital  malforma¬ 
tion,  birth  injury, 

8 

infant  :  dis. 

5 

3 

1 

Suicide 

2 

1 

1 

Road  traffic  accidents 

3 

3 

— 

— 

— 

1 

— 

1 

1 

— 

— 

— 

2 

Other  violent  causes... 

5 

8 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

— 

— 

3 

2 

1 

6 

All  other  causes 

30 

26 

2 

1 

■ 

1 

" 

2 

6 

44 
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INFANT  MORTALITY 


The  number  of  deaths  of  infants  under  one  year  of  age  was 
21  compared  with  26,  32,  29  and  31  in  the  four  previous  years 
respectively. 

The  Infant  Mortality  Rate  was  24  per  1,000  live  births,  com¬ 
pared  with  35  in  the  previous  year. 

This  is  the  lowest  Infant  Mortality  Rate  ever  recorded  in 
Shrewsbury. 

The  relatively  satisfactory  position  in  Shrewsbury  during  the 


five  war 

years  as  regards  Infant  Mortality  can 

be  assessed 

comparing  ourselves  with  other  areas  as  follows 

Infant  Mortality  Rates 

Year 

England  &  Wales 

148  Smaller 
Towns 

Shrewsbury 

1940  . 

.  55 

54 

44 

1941 

.  59 

56 

37 

1942  . 

.  49 

46 

38 

1943  . 

.  49 

46 

35 

1944 

.  46 

44 

24 

The  accompanying  table  shows  the  causes  of  death  and  the 
ages  at , death  of  infants  under  one  year. 


Infant  Mortality,  1944 

Net  deaths  from  stated  causes  at  various  ages  under  1  year  of  age. 


CAUSES 

OF  DEATH 

Under  1  week 

1 — 2  weeks 

2 — 3  weeks 

3 — 4  weeks 

Total  under 

1  month 

1  month  and 
under  3  months 

3  months  and 
under  6  months 

6  months  and 
under  9  months 

9  months  and 
under  12  months 

Total  deaths 
under  1  year 

No. 

Congenital 

Prematurity  ... 

8 

— 

— 

— 

8 

— 

— 

— 

— 

8 

Causes  ...  10 

Congenital  Heart 

Disease 

1 

— 

— 

— 

1 

i 

— 

— 

— 

9 

|  Whooping  Cough 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

i 

— 

— 

i 

Infectious  ...  2  Tuberculous 

Meningitis 

i 

i 

Gastro- 

Intestinal  3 

Gastro  Enteritis 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

i 

i 

i 

— 

3 

Icterus 

Neonatorum 

1 

— 

— 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

Convulsions  ... 

i 

i 

— 

2 

Miscellaneous  6  - 

Cerebral 

Haemorrhage 

1 

— 

— 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

i 

Birth  Injury  ... 

1 

— 

— 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

i 

Asphyxia 

1 

— 

— 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

i 

Totals  21 

13 

— 

— 

13 

2 

3 

2 

i 

21 
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GENERAL  PROVISION  OF  HEALTH  SERVICES  IN  THE  AREA 
Laboratory  Facilities 

On  March  31st  the  Bacteriological  Laboratory  in  the  Health 
Department  was  closed  down  because  of  the  comprehensive  facilities 
now  available  at  the  Pathological  Laboratories  at  the  Royal  Salop 
Infirmary,  and  because  the  modern  technique  for  detection  of 
Diphtheria  bacilli  could  not  be  undertaken  in  an  elementary 
laboratory. 

This  small  laboratory  was  established  at  the  Health  Department 
owing  to  the  initiative  of  Dr.  Thomas  Orr,  formerly  M.O.H.  of 
Shrewsbury.  For  over  35  years  most  useful  work  which  saved 
time  and  probably  lives  has  been  carried  out  daily. 

For  the  past  27  years  Mr.  G.  Nicholas,  Chief  Clerk  and  Laboratory 
Assistant,  was  responsible  for  the  culture  and  examination  of  swabs 
sent  in  by  medical  practitioners  or  from  the  Isolation  Hospital, 
under  the  supervision  of  successive  Medical  Officers  of  Health. 
As  there  was  no  other  person  in  the  town  sufficiently  trained  or 
expert  to  do  such  work  it  is  appropriate  that  recognition  and 
appreciation  of  Mr.  Nicholas’  many  years  of  valuable  service 
should  be  here  recorded. 

Approximately  40,000  swabs  for  Diphtheria  alone  have  been 
examined  in  this  small  laboratory  during  its  35  years’  existence  ; 
other  work  included  examination  of  sputum  for  Tubercle  bacilli, 
hairs  for  ringworm,  and  at  one  time  bacteriological  water  examina¬ 
tions. 

Women’s  Clinic 

This  Clinic  set  up  by  voluntary  effort  and  approved  by  the 
Council  is  held  monthly  at  the  Health  Centre,  where  contraceptive 
advice  is  given  by  a  lady  medical  practitioner  only  to  those  women 
who  are  referred  by  doctors,  in  whose  case  further  pregnancies  are 
considered  to  be  detrimental  to  their  health. 

The  number  of  new  cases  was  41.  Of  these  27  were  referred 
by  private  practitioners,  9  from  the  County  Council  Hospital 
Maternity  Department,  2  from  the  Tuberculosis  Medical  Officer, 
and  3  from  other  County  Council  Clinics. 
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During  the  year  there  were  47  attendances  from  old  patients 
for  renewal  of  supplies,  etc. 

There  has  been  no  alteration  in  the  scope  or  provision  of  other 
Clinics,  which  have  been  conducted  on  the  same  lines  as  in  other 
years. 


SWIMMING  BATHS 

Samples  of  the  swimming  bath  water  were  taken  for  bacteriolo¬ 
gical  examination  as  in  previous  years,  during  the  summer  season. 

The  reports  received  were  quite  satisfactory.  Owing  to  better 
supervision  and  control  of  the  purification  processes  the  clarity 
and  attractiveness  of  the  water  is  now  better  than  it  has  ever 
been. 


SANITARY  CIRCUMSTANCES  OF  THE  AREA 
Water  Supply 

The  Water  Engineer,  Mr.  R.  D.  Robinson,  has  kindly  supplied 
the  following  notes  and  a  summary  of  chemical  and  bacteriological 
examinations  carried  out  in  the  Waterworks  Laboratory  during 
the  year  1944. 

“  River  Severn  Supply. — The  water  supply  from  this  source 
has  been  maintained  without  restriction  throughout  the  year. 
The  average  daily  quantity  supplied  amounted  to  2,325,300  gallons. 

“  The  particulars  given  in  the  accompanying  table  show  that 
the  water  has  been  of  an  excellent  standard  of  both  bacteriological 
and  chemical  purity. 

“  The  Conduit  supply  has  also  been  completely  maintained, 
and  the  average  daily  quantity  of  water  used  from  this  source 
was  28,659  gallons.” 


*Before  chlorination. 

Chemical  analyses  made  daily. 

Bacteriological  results  are  average  of  25  examinations  made  during  the  year. 
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Samples  of  Shelton  and  Conduit  water  were  also  examined  at 
the  Pathological  Laboratories  at  the  Royal  Salop  Infirmary. 

The  results  are  set  out  in  the  following  tables  : — 


Shelton  Water. 


Source  of  Sample 

Date 

Colony  C 
Bacteria 
a 

37°C. 

ount  of 
per  c.c. 

22°C. 

Presumptive 

Coli-Aerogenes 

Test 

Tap  at  Royal 
Salop  Infirm¬ 
ary  ... 

Mar. 

12 

10 

Absent  from 
100  ml. 

Ditto  ... 

May 

2 

5 

Ditto 

Ditto  ... 

Aug. 

2 

2 

Ditto 

Ditto  ... 

Nov. 

6 

4 

Ditto 

Conduit  Water. 


Source  of  Sample 

Date 

Colony  Count  of 
Bacteria  per  c.c. 
at 

Presumptive 

Coli-Aerogenes 

Test 

37°C. 

22°C. 

Tap  at  Royal 
Salop  Infirm¬ 
ary  ... 

Mar. 

24 

31 

Absent  from 
100  ml. 

Ditto  ... 

May 

4 

8 

Ditto 

Ditto  ... 

Aug. 

3 

2 

Ditto 

Ditto  ... 

Nov. 

10 

3 

Ditto 

The  public  water  supply  for  the  town  is  of  excellent  quality, 
and  so  far  adequate  in  quantity  to  those  places  to  which  it  is  dis¬ 
tributed  by  service  mains. 

All  new  houses  that  are  erected  must  have  a  proper  individual 
supply  of  water,  but  the  same  is  not  true  of  existing  houses. 

It  has  been  possible  in  the  past  to  secure  laid  on  water  inside 
certain  houses  by  persuasive  methods,  seeing  that  the  law  is  not 


very  helpful  in  forcing  the  provision  of  water  to  be  laid  on  to  each 
individual  house  provided  there  is  a  water  supply  which  is  accessible 
and  available  near  by. 

In  view  of  this  situation  it  is  not  surprising  that  some  houses 
in  the  town  do  not  come  up  to  modern  standards,  and  the  present 
position  as  far  as  is  known  may  be  shown  as  a  result  of  a  check 
made  during  the  year. 

Total  number  of  houses  ...  ...  ...  11,400 

Houses  with  piped  Corporation  supply  ...  11,186 

Houses  with  piped  supply  from  other  sources  40 

Total  houses  with  piped  supply  ...  ...  11,226 

Of  the  174  houses  without  a  piped  supply  no  less  than  145  are 
in  the  area  added  to  the  Borough  on  extension. 

Of  these  174  houses  without  a  piped  supply,  162  obtain  their 
supply  from  wells. 


Drainage,  Sewerage  and  Closet  Accommodation 


The  present  position  in  the  town  may  be  set  out  as  follows  : — 


Total  number  of  Houses  in  the  Borough 

Number  of  Houses  connected  to  Corporation 
sewers 

Number  of  Houses  connected  to  Sewage  Dis¬ 
posal  Works  (e.g.,  Septic  Tanks) 

Total  Houses  connected  to  Sewers  or  Sewage 
Disposal  Works 


11,400 


10,967  or  96$% 
254  or  2$% 
11,221  or  98$% 


There  are  left  179  houses  which  have  to  rely  on  earth  or  chemical 
closets,  and  of  these  146  are  in  the  added  area. 

If  we  add  the  254  houses  at  present  relying  on  septic  tanks, 
which  do  not  always  function  satisfactorily,  there  are  433  houses 
not  connected  to  the  general  sewerage  system. 
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Public  Cleansing 

Complaints  were  received  during  the  year  about  flies  emanating 
from  the  Corporation  tip  situated  at  Monkmoor.  Investigation 
revealed  that  war  conditions  were  chiefly  responsible,  owing  to 
inadequate  staff  to  supervise  the  control  of  the  tipping,  and  the 
fact  that  the  peace  time  practice  of  incinerating  dead  animals, 
fish  offal  and  other  organic  waste  had  been  discontinued.  These 
matters  were  eventually  remedied,  and  conditions  at  the  tip  are 
now  nearer  the  normal.  It  has  been  noticed  as  a  fact  that  many 
flies  accompany  refuse  from  the  town  to  the  tip,  perhaps  as  many 
as  develop  originally  at  the  tip  itself. 

Again,  due  to  shortage  of  staff,  the  collection  of  house  refuse 
has  not  been  regular  and  provided,  owing  to  the  nature  of  their 
contents,  people  keep  their  refuse  bins  covered,  there  is  little  or 
no  danger  to  health  from  the  delays  in  removal. 

Although  it  is  not  strictly  a  matter  of  Public  Cleansing,  because 
it  concerns  private  property,  mention  might  be  made  here  about 
complaints  of  danger  to  health  made  about  the  disused  Ditherington 
Canal. 

The  length  of  canal  within  the  Borough  boundaries,  as  a  result 
of  Parliamentary  powers  granted  early  in  1939,  would  have  been 
satisfactorily  dealt  with,  but  for  the  outbreak  of  war. 

In  peace  time  when  this  more  or  less  stagnant  stretch  of  water 
became  fouled  by  unknown  persons  depositing  rubbish  in  it,  the 
owners  were  approached  by  the  Health  Department  and  action 
was  taken  generally  by  removing  the  existing  water  and  re-filling 
with  fresh.  Owing  to  work  on  the  canal  bank  carried  out  by  the 
owners  some  distance  from  the  town,  they  were  forced  to  erect  a 
dam  at  the  Comet  Bridge  to  prevent  the  water  in  the  canal  in  the 
town  from  interfering  with  the  works  in  progress  lower  down. 
The  effect  of  the  dam  was  to  make  the  canal  more  stagnant  than 
ever,  and  accumulations  of  inorganic  rubbish,  together  with 
occasional  dead  dogs  or  cats,  as  well  as  effluent  matter  from  the 
Gasworks,  produced  an  unsightly  appearance  and  a  faint  sulphurous 
odour. 

These  two  latter  circumstances  might  certainly  be  construed 
as  an  intermittent  nuisance,  but  not  as  dangerous  to  health. 
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Sulphur  compounds  in  solution  in  water  are  sometimes  beneficial 
to  health,  and  that  is  why  people  go  to  Harrogate  or  in  the  past 
took  their  children  to  the  neighbourhood  of  the  nearest  gasworks 
in  the  hope  of  curing  whooping  cough  ! 

There  was  also  a  considerable  amount  of  oil  forming  a  scum 
on  the  surface,  and  this  is  inimical  to  the  breeding  of  flies  or 
mosquitoes. 

The  Corporation  are  as  anxious  as  the  public  to  remedy  the 
state  of  affairs,  and  conferences  have  been  held  between  all  parties 
concerned  to  put  paid  to  this  recurrent  source  of  annoyance,  though 
the  technical  and  legal  difficulties  of  solving  the  problem  are  not 
as  easy  as  many  people  seem  to  think. 


SANITARY  INSPECTION  OF  THE  AREA 

The  following  account  of  the  work  carried  out  by  the  Sanitary 
Inspection  staff  has  been  prepared  by  Mr.  T.  Williams,  Senior 
Sanitary  Inspector. 

The  amount  and  variety  of  work  done  is  most  creditable  when 
it  is  realised  that  the  staff,  for  most  of  the  year,  has  been  only 
50%  of  the  peace  time  complement  of  four  inspectors. 

The  salient  features  of  the  year’s  work,  apart  from  routine 
matters  such  as  remedy  of  nuisances  and  defects,  were  the  special 
attention  given  to  ( a )  Precautions  against  contamination  of  food, 
( b )  Rat  and  mice  destruction. 

With  regard  to  the  former  campaign,  not  only  dairies  and  milk- 
shops,  but  bakehouses,  cafes,  restaurant  and  hotel  kitchens,  as 
well  as  public  houses,  have  been  and  are  being  methodically  sur¬ 
veyed  and  improvements  secured. 

The  campaign  against  rats  in  the  Borough  had  good  results, 
but  owing  to  the  breeding  proclivities  of  this  pest,  and  the  circula¬ 
tion  of  a  river  through  a  large  part  of  the  town,  intermittent  cam¬ 
paigns  will  have  to  be  conducted  in  future  in  order  to  maintain  the 
present  relatively  improved  situation. 
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Complaints  Received  during  the  Year 

There  were  2,825  complaints  received,  and  these  were  inves¬ 
tigated  in  accordance  with  the  following  analysis  : — 


Table  I 


1 

Number  Received 

Nature  of  Complaint 

Corporation 

Estates 

Premises  in 
Private 
Ownership 

Total 

Housing  Defects 

1659 

262 

1921 

Choked  and  Defective  Drains  ... 

94 

57 

151 

Accumulations  of  Offensive  Matter 

— 

13 

13 

Relative  to  Unsound  Food 

— 

158 

158 

Verminous  Premises  : — 

(a)  Bugs  . 

5 

14 

19 

(b)  Rats  and  Mice  Infestations 

4 

196 

200 

(c)  Beetles  and  Crickets 

5 

6 

11 

Keeping  of  Animals  and  Poultry 

— 

13 

13 

Unsatisfactory  Milk  Supplies  ... 

— 

11 

11 

Miscellaneous 

203 

125 

328 

Total 

1970 

855 

2825 

Premises  Inspected. 

The  following  summary  indicates  the  number  of  inspections 
of  various  premises  carried  out  during  the  year  : — 


Number  of  Visits 


Nature  of  Inspection 

First 

Inspection 

Re- 

Inspection 

Total 

Dwelling-houses  under  Public  Health 

Acts  ... 

510 

699 

1209 

Infected  Dwelling-houses  : 

(a)  Notifiable  Diseases  (other  than 

Tuberculosis) 

47 

10 

57 

(f>)  Contacts 

138 

5 

143 

(c)  Fumigations  after  infectious 

diseases 

18 

1 

19 

( d )  Phthisis  enquiries  and  fumiga- 

tions  ... 

28 

10 

38 

Elementary  Schools  and  Church  Halls... 

37 

3 

40 

Business  Premises 

52 

54 

106 

Cinemas,  Dance  Halls,  Billiard  Halls  ... 

5 

1 

6 

Fairgrounds 

— 

— 

— 

Factory  Act,  1937  : 

Factories,  with  mechanical  power  ... 

11 

12 

23 

Factories,  without  mechanical  power 

3 

— 

3 

Outworkers’ premises 

— 

— 

— 

Premises  which  can  be  controlled 
by  Byelaws  : 

Offensive  Trade  Premises 

1 

— 

1 

Stables,  Piggeries,  Keeping  of  Animals 

3 

— 

3 

Common  Lodging-houses 

6 

15 

21 

Houses  Let  in  Lodgings 

2 

1 

3 

Tents,  Vans  and  Sheds 

2 

— 

2 

Drainage  :  Testing  by 

Smoke  ... 

5 

_ 

5 

Water  ... 

45 

16 

61 

Coloured  Water 

34 

16 

50 

Breaking  down 

26 

18 

44 

re  Public  Sewers  ... 

44 

36 

80 

Means  of  Escape  in  Case  of  Fire  (s.  60 

Public  Health  Act,  1936) 

9 

17 

26 

Watercourses  and  Ditches 

8 

27 

35 

Land  and  Tips 

37 

26 

63 

Septic  Tanks,  Cesspools,  Urinals 

23 

35 

58 

Miscellaneous  Visits  ... 

107 

40 

147 

Visits,  not  Inspections 

161 

104 

265 

Number  of  Visits 

Nature  of  Inspection 

First 

Inspection 

Re- 

Inspection 

Total 

Verminous  Premises  : 

(a)  Rats  and  Mice  (Infestation 
Order  1943)  . 

179 

164 

343 

( b )  Bug  Infestations 

86 

48 

134 

(e)  Beetles  ... 

13 

1 

14 

(d)  Other  Vermin  ... 

7 

2 

9 

Inspections  re  Supervision  of  Food  : 

Unfit  foodstuffs,  other  than  Meat 

86 

64 

150 

Slaughterhouses 

10 

43 

53 

Markets... 

5 

7 

12 

Public  Health  (Meat)  Regulation, 
1924  Butchers’  Shops 

8 

8 

16 

Food  &  Drugs  Act,  1938  (Sec.  13)  : 

Bakehouses 

9 

13 

22 

Factory  Canteens 

8 

28 

36 

Restaurant  Kitchens,  etc. 

38 

25 

63 

Hotel  and  Beerhouse  Bars  and 
Cellars  : — - 
Day  Inspections 

33 

11 

44 

Night  Inspections 

11 

2 

13 

Sec.  14  : 

Sausage  Manufacturers 

2 

2 

Preserved  Meat  Preparation  Prem¬ 
ises 

3 

3 

6 

Preserved  Fish  Preparation  Prem¬ 
ises 

4 

4 

8 

Milk  and  Dairies  Regulations,  1926 
to  1943 : 

Milk  Sampling  for  Bacteriological 
examination  and  Biological  test  for 
Tuberculosis 

23 

23 

Contraventions  of  Milk  and  Dairies 
Regulations  ... 

10 

7 

17 

Cowsheds 

14 

15 

29 

Dairies  at  Farms 

21 

22 

43 

Milkshops  and  other  Dairies 

23 

46 

69 

Shops  Acts  1912-1936. 

Young  Persons  (Employment)  Act, 
1938  . 

25 

50 

75 
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Notices  Served 

Administrative  action  was  taken  during  the  year  to  secure 
abatement  of  nuisances  and  to  enforce  the  appropriate  statutory 
enactments  as  follows  : — 


Subject  of  Notice 

Public 

Health 

Acts 

Milk  and 

Dairies 

Regs. 

rood  and 
Drugs  Act 

S.  13  and  14 

Number  of  Informal  Notices  served 

185 

4 

86 

Number  of  Informal  Notices  complied' 

with  ... 

1 16 

Nil 

39 

Number  of  Informal  Notices  Out- 

standing  (against  Premises) 

69 

4 

47 

Food  &  Drugs 
Act,  S.  22 

Number  of  Statutory  Notices  Served  ... 

10 

Nil 

3 

Number  of  Statutory  Notices  Complied 

With . 

10 

Nil 

3 

Number  of  Statutory  Notices  Out- 

standing  (against  Premises) 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Number  of  Prosecutions 

Nil 

i 

Nil 

Number  of  Verbal  Cautions  given,  209  (see  Table  B). 


Sanitary  Improvements  Effected 

Sanitary  Defects  Informal  Notices  Issued 

(Number  of  Premises  185) 

“  Table  A.” 


Informal 

Notices 

Served 

Number 

Complied 

with 

Number 
Outstanding 
at  end  of  year 

Ditches  requiring  cleansing 

— 

— 

— 

Defective  drains  ... 

7 

6 

1 

Choked  drains 

35 

26 

9 

Insufficient  closet  accommodation 

3 

1 

2 

Absence  of  proper  sink  ... 

1 

1 

— 

Defective  water  closets  ... 

9 

6 

3 

Defective  pail  closets 

1 

1 

— 

Defective  gullies  ... 

5 

5 

— 

Defective  sink  waste  pipes 

16 

11 

5 

Defective  W.C.  cisterns  and  fittings  ... 

13 

7 

6 

Defective  soil  pipes 

1 

1 

— 

Yards  and  passages  unpaved  ... 

4 

3 

1 

Dampness  arising  from  : 

Defective  roofs 

55 

33 

Defective  eaves-gutters 

14 

8 

6 

Defective  down-spouts 

3 

— 

3 

Defective  pointing  ... 

3 

— 

3 

Defective  yard  paving  ... 

3 

3 

— 

Defective  chimney  flues 

3 

1 

2 

Galvanized  metal  dustbins  to  be  pro¬ 
vided 

26 

12 

14 

Defective  window  sash-frames  and 
sash-cords 

16 

11 

5 

Defective  floors  ...  .  .v 

67 

53 

14 

Defective  stairs  ... 

14 

8 

6 

Defective  plaster  to  walls  and  ceilings  ... 

30 

8 

22 

Defective  fireplaces 

14 

8 

6 

Defective  wash-boilers  ... 

9 

4 

5 

Dangerous  and  defective  chimney  stacks 

2 

— 

2 

Defective  and  bulging  external  walls  ... 

7 

3 

4 

Filthy  condition  of  premises 

2 

1 

1 

Accumulation  of  manure  or  offensive 
matter 

3 

2 

1 

Keeping  of  animals,  etc. 

— 

— 

Miscellaneous 

33 

32 

1 

29 


Additional  Improvements  effected  by  Verbal  Cautions. 

An  indication  of  the  improvements  secured  without  recourse 
to  service  of  written  intimations  is  given  by  the  following  summary 
in  respect  of  verbal  cautions. 


Table  “  B.” 


Nature  of  Inspection 

No.  of 

Premises 

Structural 

Defects 

found 

Dirty 

Conditions 

found 

No. 

of 

Premises 

Structural 

Defects 

remedied 

Cleansing 

done 

Dwelling-houses  (Pub¬ 
lic  Health  Acts) 

92 

65 

41 

78 

58 

41 

Business  Premises 

9 

8 

13 

9 

8 

6 

Common  Lodging- 
Houses 

1 

10 

11 

1 

5 

9 

Restaurant  Kitchens 

13 

17 

23 

13 

11 

20 

Food  Preparation 
Premises 

4 

14 

12 

4 

14 

12 

Bakehouses 

3 

15 

2 

1 

1 

— 

Hotel  Bars 

28 

11 

17 

20 

6 

15 

Hotel  Cellars  ... 

50 

6 

46 

39 

3 

36 

Cowsheds 

3 

13 

12 

3 

10 

11 

Dairies  at  Farms 

4 

12 

11 

2 

4 

11 

Other  Dairies 

2 

12 

10 

1 

3 

4 

PREMISES  AND  OCCUPATIONS  WHICH  CAN  BE 
CONTROLLED  BY  BYE-LAWS  OR  REGULATIONS. 

Common  Lodging  Houses. 

There  is  one  Common  Lodging  House  and  a  Municipal  Hostel 
for  men. 
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Offensive  Trades 

There  are  ten  offensive  trades  in  the  Borough,  consisting  of : — 

Rag  and  Bone  Dealers  ...  ...  ...  ...  3 

Fellmongers  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  2 

Tanners  .  ...  ...  2 

Tripe  Boilers  and  Gut  Scrapers  ...  ...  2 

Curriers  and  Leather  Dressers  ...  ...  ...  1 

There  are  no  bye-laws  in  force  in  the  Borough  for  the  regulation 
of  offensive  trades,  and  the  satisfactory  standard  of  cleanliness 
and  general  maintenance  at  present  obtaining  does  not  call  for 
adoption  of  statutory  regulations. 


DESTRUCTION  OF  RATS  AND  MICE 

Rats  and  Mice  (Destruction)  Act,  1919,  and  the  Infestation  Order, 
1943 

The  statutory  obligation  to  enforce  the  Rats  and  Mice  (Destruc¬ 
tion)  Act,  1919,  is  a  matter  for  the  Salop  County  Council.  In 
practice,  by  special  arrangement,  the  rodent  operatives  of  the 
County  Council  work  in  the  Borough  under  the  supervision  of  the 
Borough  Chief  Sanitary  Inspector. 

Females  are  mainly  employed,  and  because  of  the  nature  of 
the  work,  it  will  be  appreciated  that  difficulties  in  recruiting  and 
retaining  operatives  have  been  inevitable. 

The  main  sewers  of  the  Corporation  in  the  more  populous  areas 
of  the  town  were  subjected  to  treatment. 

Initially,  there  were  190  manholes  pre-baited  on  three  successive 
days  and  poison  baited  on  the  fourth  day.  According  to  the  Ministry 
of  Food  formulae  it  is  estimated  that  1154  rats  were  destroyed. 
Subsequently  48  manholes  were  re-treated,  using  a  different  bait 
base  and  poison,  the  estimated  kill,  by  formulae,  being  493  rats. 

Certain  heavily  infested  portions  of  the  River  Severn  embank¬ 
ment  were  subjected  to  poison  gas  treatment. 
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The  following  statistics  are  of  interest  : — 

Analysis 

Number  of  premises  infested  which  are  under  contract  with 
Salop  County  Council :  175. 


No.  of 
Visits 

Estimated  degree  of  Infestation 

RATS 

MICE 

Reser¬ 

voir 

Major 

Primary 

50-100 

Minor 

Second¬ 

ary 

12-25 

Reser¬ 

voir 

Major 

Primary 

50-100 

Minor 

Second¬ 

ary 

12-25 

343 

Nil 

12 

145 

Nil 

1 

17 

Additional  minor  infestations  remedied  by  occupiers,  after 
advice  given  by  inspectors  :  Mice  1,  Rats  40. 
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HOUSING 

Building  Progress  during  1944 

Houses  erected  by  Local  Authority  ...  ...  Nil 

Houses  erected  by  Private  Enterprise  ...  Nil 

The  few  houses  subject  to  demolition  order  and  not  demolished, 
which  were  re-opened  owing  to  the  exigencies  of  war,  continue  to 
be  occupied  under  licences  which  are  reviewed  bi-annually. 


Corporation  Housing  Estates 

The  administration  and  inspection  of  Council  houses  entailed 


2,137  visits  throughout  the  year,  viz  : — 

Investigation  of  complaints  of  disrepair,  super¬ 
vision  and  re-inspection  work  ...  ...  1,925 

Inspection  of  houses  regarding  supply  of 

materials  for  interior  decoration  ...  ...  130 

Inspection  of  vacated  Corporation  houses  ...  8 

Inspections  and  visits  in  respect  of  prospective 
tenants  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  15 

Visits  re  dirty  condition  of  houses  ...  ...  4 

Vermin  infested  Council  houses — 

Bugs  :  No.  of  premises  ...  ...  ...  15 

No.  of  rooms  fumigated  ...  ...  31 

Rats /Mice...  ...  .  4 

Other  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  5 


Municipal  Hostel  for  Men 

Mr.  E.  A.  Andrews  (Superintendent)  supplies  the  following 
figures  relating  to  the  admissions  to  Derfald  House  Hostel  for  the 
year  1944,  with  those  of  1942  and  1943  for  comparison. 


1942 

1943 

1944 

Number  of  beds  ... 

38 

38 

38 

Weekly  lodgers  (7  /-) 

...  1494 

1724 

1600 

Daily  lodgers  (1/3) 

...  1510 

760 

650 

Daily  average 

33 

35 

33 

The  work  carried  out  at  the  Hostel  by  the  Superintendent  in 
connection  with  Steam  Disinfection  is  given  in  a  later  section  of 
this  Report  under  the  heading  “  Disinfection  and  Disinfestation.” 
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Housing  Statistics. 

1.  — Inspection  of  Dwelling-houses  during  the  year. 

(1)  (a)  Total  number  of  dwelling-houses  inspected 

for  housing  defects  (under  Public  Health  or 

Housing  Acts)  .  602 

( b )  Number  of  inspections  made  for  the  pur¬ 
pose  .  ...  1209 

(2)  (a)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  [included  under 

sub-head  (1)  above]  which  were  inspected 
and  recorded  under  the  Housing  Consoli¬ 
dated  Regulations,  1925  .  5 

( b )  Number  of  inspections  made  for  the 

purpose  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  5 

(3)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  found  to  be  in  a 
state  so  dangerous  or  injurious  to  health  as  to 

be  unfit  for  human  habitation  ...  ...  Nil 

(4)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  (exclusive  of  those 

referred  to  under  the  preceding  sub-head)  found 
not  to  be  in  all  respects  reasonably  fit  for  human 
habitation  ...  ...  .  ...  277 

2.  — Remedy  of  defects  during  the  year  without  Service  of  formal 

Notices : — 

Number  of  defective  dwelling-houses  rendered 
fit  in  consequence  of  informal  action  by  the 
Local  Authority  or  their  officers  .  194 

3.  — Action  under  Statutory  Powers  during  the  year : — 

A. — Proceedings  under  sections  9,  10  and  16  of  the 
Housing  Act,  1936  : — - 

(1)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  respect  of  which 

notices  were  served  requiring  repairs  ...  Nil 

(2)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  which  were  rendered 
fit  after  service  of  formal  notices  : — 

(a)  By  owners  .  .  Nil 

(b)  By  local  authority  in  default  of  owners  ...  Nil 
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B. — Proceedings  under  Public  Health  Acts  : 

(1)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  respect  of  which 

notices  were  served  requiring  defects  to  be 
remedied  .  .  10 

(2)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  which  defects  were 
remedied  after  service  of  formal  notices  : — 

(a)  By  owners  .  9 

( b )  By  local  authority  in  default  of  owners  ...  1 


C.— Proceedings  under  Sections  11  and  13  of  the 
Housing  Act,  1936  : — 

(1)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  respect  of  which 

Demolition  Orders  were  made  ...  ...  Nil 

(2)  Number  of  houses  in  respect  of  which  an  under¬ 

taking  was  accepted  under  Sub-Section  (3)  of 
Section  11  of  the  Housing  Act,  1936  ...  Nil 

(3)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  demolished  in  pur¬ 
suance  of  Demolition  Orders  ...  ...  ...  Nil 


D. — Proceedings  under  Section  12  of  the  Housing 
Act,  1936:— 

(1)  Number  of  separate  tenements  or  underground 
rooms  in  respect  of  which  Closing  Orders  were 

made  .  .  ...  Nil 

(2)  Number  of  separate  tenements  or  underground 

rooms  in  respect  of  which  Closing  Orders  were 
determined,  the  tenement  or  room  having  been 
rendered  fit  .  ...  ...  Nil 

4. — Housing  Act,  1936,  Part  IV. — Overcrowding. 

(a)  (i)  Number  of  dwellings  overcrowded  at  the 

end  of  the  year  ...  ...  ...  Not  known 

(ii)  Number  of  families  dwelling  therein  ...  — 

(iii)  Number  of  persons  dwelling  therein  ...  — 


(b)  Number  of  new  cases  of  overcrowding 

reported  during  the  year  ...  ...  23 

(c)  (i)  Number  of  cases  of  overcrowding  re¬ 

lieved  during  the  year  ...  ...  2 

(ii)  Number  of  persons  concerned  in  such 

cases  ...  ...  ...  .  11 

(d)  Particulars  of  any  cases  in  which  dwell¬ 

ing-houses  have  again  become  over¬ 
crowded  after  the  Local  Authority  have 
taken  steps  for  the  abatement  of  over¬ 
crowding  ...  ...  ...  ...  Nil 

INSPECTION  AND  SUPERVISION  OF  FOOD. 

Milk  Supply. 

At  the  close  of  the  year  there  were  registered  under  the  Milk 
and  Dairies  (Amendment)  Act,  1922,  and  the  Milk  and  Dairies 
Order,  1926  : — 

Persons. 

Cowkeepers  registered  as  wholesale  and  retail  purveyors 

of  Milk .  3 

Cowkeepers  registered  as  wholesale  purveyors  of  Milk  ...  22 

Cowkeepers  registered  as  retail  purveyors  of  Milk  ...  19 

Total  number  of  persons  registered  for  carrying  on 

trade  of  cowkeeper  ...  ...  ...  ...  44 

Retail  purveyors  of  Milk  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  82 

Retail  purveyors  of  Milk  in  sealed  bottles  only  ...  ...  22 

Total  number  of  persons  registered  as  retail 

purveyors  of  Milk  104 

Total  number  of  cowkeepers,  wholesale  and  retail 

purveyors  of  Milk  ...  ...  ...  ...  126 

Premises , 

Number  of  cowsheds  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  60 

Farms  used  as  Dairies  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  41 

Other  premises  used  as  Dairies  .  ...  ...  17 
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Twelve  dairies  were  found  to  be  unsatisfactory  as  regards 
structural  conditions  or  with  respect  to  inadequate  facilities  for 
sterilisation  of  utensils.  In  two  instances  new  dairies  were  erected  ; 
three  premises  were  re-constructed  ;  one  new  dairy  is  in  course 
of  erection  ;  three  are  being  renovated  and  new  sterilisation  plants 
are  being  installed.  Three  dairies  were  entirely  unsatisfactory, 
and  the  retailers’  names  were  removed  from  the  Register,  in  respect 
of  specified  premises.  Two  of  these  retailers  were  subsequently 
registered  for  the  sale  of  milk  in  sealed  bottles  only. 

Milk  Sampling 

Twenty-four  samples  of  milk  were  taken  for  bacteriological 
examination  or  biological  test  for  tubercle  bacilli.  The  results 
were  satisfactory  except  in  two  instances. 

One  of  the  samples  found  to  be  bacteriologically  unsatisfactory 
was  from  milk  production  premises  in  the  Borough.  The  premises 
concerned  have  been  structurally  modernised,  the  method  of 
sterilisation  of  utensils  has  been  improved,  and  the  general  cleanli¬ 
ness  of  production  methods,  which  is  of  paramount  importance, 
has  shown  improvement,  but  is  still  not  to  the  desired  standard. 
Additional  advice  has  been  given  to  the  cowkeeper  by  the  War 
Agricultural  Committee  and  by  the  veterinary  staff  of  the  Ministry 
of  Agriculture.  It  is  expected  that  action  taken  in  co-operation 
with  these  authorities  will  achieve  the  desired  standard  of  clean 
milk  production. 

The  other  unsatisfactory  sample  was  from  milk  production 
premises  outside  the  Borough,  and  the  matter  was  referred  to  the 
appropriate  Local  Authority. 
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PRECAUTIONS  AGAINST  CONTAMINATION  OF  FOOD 
Food  and  Drugs  Act,  1938,  Section  13 

The  majority  of  the  Bakehouses,  Restaurant  Kitchens  and 
Hotel  Kitchens  within  the  Borough  have  been  inspected,  and  the 
work  necessary  in  order  that  the  premises  shall  reasonably  comply 
with  the  above  legislation  has  either  been  completed  or  was  in 
progress  at  the  end  of  the  year,  1944. 

In  addition  40  public  house  and  hotel  bars  and  cellars  have 
been  similarly  inspected  under  this  legislation,  and  also  under 
Section  89  of  the  Public  Health  Act,  1936. 

These  inspections  were  mainly  carried  out  towards  the  close 
of  the  year,  and  for  that  reason  many  of  the  defects  are  outstanding, 
but  it  can  be  stated  that  most  of  the  necessary  work  is  actually 
in  progress  or  in  hand  by  the  various  contractors. 

Where  necessary,  special  inspections  have  been  made  with  a 
view  to  minimising  the  risk  of  contamination  of  beer  during  refilling 
of  used  glasses,  and  where  the  contaminated  overflow  is  collected 
and  liable  to  be  used  for  re-sale. 


Food  Preparation 
Restaurants,  etc. 
(36  Premises) 

Hotel  &  Public  House 

Bars  &  Cellars 
(40  Premises) 

Condition 

Defects 

Bars 

Cellars 

Defects 

Defects 

Found 

Remedied 

Found 

Remedied 

Found 

Remedied 

Dirty  Floors  ... 

22 

20 

i 

1 

25 

15 

Dirty  Walls  ... 

25 

22 

6 

— 

34 

17 

Dirty  Ceilings 

23 

20 

5 

— 

33 

17 

Insufficient  or  absence  of  hot  water 
for  cleansing  utensils 

8 

6 

13 

2 

_ 

Insufficient  or  absence  of  cold  water 
for  cleansing  utensils 

7 

1 

Absence  of  sink  or  adequate  wastepipe 

9 

5 

15 

5 

— 

— 

Defective  Drainingboards  ... 

— 

— 

6 

2 

— 

— 

Inadequate  Lighting... 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Insufficient  Ventilation 

9 

2 

4 

4 

— 

— 

Unsatisfactory  Personal  Cleanliness 

12 

10 

2 

2 

— 

_ 

Insufficient  or  unsuitable  W.C. 

5 

2 

26 

2 

_ 

— 

Absence  of  hot  water  for  ablution 
purposes  and  inadequate  staff 
room 

12 

7 

Accumulation  of  refuse  and  spittoons 
requiring  removal 

3 

3 

1 

i 

4 

3 

Verminous  conditions  (steam  flies, 
rats,  mice) 

4 

4 

Dirty  fittings 

15 

14 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Unsatisfactory  storage  facilities 

12 

8 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Defective  wall  plaster 

10 

6 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Defective  floors 

— 

— 

— 

— 

14 

3 

Defective  ceiling  plaster 

6 

5 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Dampness 

2 

4 

— 
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Food  and  Drugs  (Adulteration)  Act,  1928,  Food  and  Drugs  Act 
1938,  and  Public  Health  (Preservatives,  etc.,  in  Food)  Regulations 

1925  to  1939 

The  following  36  samples  of  Food  and  Drugs  were  taken,  and 
all  but  one  were  reported  as  genuine  and  free  from  foreign  ingredients. 

Numbers  indicate  number  of  samples.  F=Formal  and  Inf= 
Informal. 

Epsom  Salts  (1  Inf.)  ;  Seidlitz  Powder  (I  Inf.)  ;  Glauber’s  Salt 
(1  Inf.)  ;  Bi-carbonate  of  Soda  (1  Inf.)  ;  Castor  Oil  (1  Inf.)  ;  Tincture 
of  Iodine  (1  Inf.)  ;  Aspirins  (1  Inf.)  ;  Boracic  Acid  Powder  (1  Inf.)  ; 
Camphorated  Oil  (1  Inf.)  ;  Borax  (1  Inf.)  ;  Pure  Powdered  Gelatine 
(1  F.)  ;  Pepper  (2  F.)  ;  Cheese  (4  F.)  ;  Coffee  (2  F.,  1  Inf.)  ;  Sauce 
(1  Inf.)  ;  Lard  (3  F.)  ;  Margarine  (3  F.)  ;  Sausage  (6  F.)  ;  Butter 
(3  F.). 

The  “  not  genuine  ”  sample  was  Pure  Powdered  Gelatine.  The 
manufacturer  of  this  gelatine  was  fine  £6  plus  £4  costs. 

Chemical  Analysis 

The  Sampling  Officer  took  45  samples  of  milk  during  the  year, 
the  results  being  set  out  in  the  following  table. 
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Food  and  Drugs  Acts-  Analyses  of  Milk  Samples. 


Number  of  Samples 

Result  of  Analysis 

Remarks 

on  samples  returned  as 
“  Not  genuine  ” 

Formal 

Informal 

1.  Fat  2.70%.  Solids  not  Fat  8.62%.  Defi¬ 
cient  of  10%  of  the  Fat.  Resampled  and 
found  genuine. 

2.  Fat  6.10%.  Solids  not  Fat  8.04%.  Below 
for  Solids  not  Fat.  No  added  water. 
Freezing  Point  0..r)42°C.  Normal.  Re¬ 
sampled  and  found  genuine. 

3.  Fat  2.15%.  Solids  not  Fat  8.60%. 

Deficient  of  28%  of  the  Fat.  Resampled 
see  No.  4. 

4.  Fat  2.57%.  Solids  not  Fat  8.50%. 

Deficient  of  14%  of  the  Fat.  Freezing 
Point  0.540°C.  (Hortvet).  Repeat  of 
No.  3.  A  delivery  sample  was  taken  by 
the  County  Sampling  Officer  which  was 
found  to  be  deficient  of  8%  of  the  Fat, 
so  no  action  was  taken. 

5.  Fat  2.85%.  Solids  not  Fat  8.61%. 

Deficient  of  5%  of  the  Fat.  No  action 
taken. 

( 29  Genuine 
Formal  10  Not 

(  Genuine 

6.  Fat  3.20%.  Solids  not  Fat  8.30%.  Below 
for  Solids  not  Fat.  No  added  water. 
Freezing  Point  0.545°C.  No  action  taken. 

7.  Fat  3.10%.  Solids  not  Fat  7.60%.  Con¬ 
tained  11%  of  added  water.  Freezing 
Point  0.445°C.  Retailer  acquitted,  but 
farmer  fined  £ 5  plus  costs.  For  costs 
see  No.  9. 

8.  Fat  2.55%.  Solids  not  Fat  8.80%. 
Deficient  of  15%  of  the  Fat.  Resampled 
see  No.  10. 

9.  Fat  3.25%.  Solids  not  Fat  8.50%.  Con¬ 
tained  4%  of  added  water.  Freezing 
Point  0.510°C.  Fined  £ 5  plus  ^5  15s.  6d. 
costs. 
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10.  Fat  2.60%.  Solids  not  Fat  8.80%. 
Deficient  of  13%  of  the  Fat.  Repeat  of 
No.  8.  County  Sampling  Officer  requested 
to  take  delivery  and  “  Appeal  to  Cow  ” 
samples. 

|  5  Genuine 

Informal  .  1  Not 

'  Genuine 

1.  Fat  2.70%.  Solids  not  Fat  7.60%. 
Freezing  Point  0.425°C.  Contained  11% 
of  added  water.  See  No.  9  above. 
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Public  Abattoir. 

The  work  carried  on  at  the  Public  Abattoir  conducted  by 
the  whole-time  Superintendent,  who  is  a  qualified  Meat  Inspector, 
and  inspects  all  slaughtered  animals,  is  set  out  in  the  accompanying 
tables. 

Public  Abattoir. 

Carcases  Inspected  and  Condemned. 


Cattle 
exclud¬ 
ing  Cows 

Cows 

Calves 

Sheep 

and 

Lambs 

Pigs 

Number  killed  ... 

4557 

1437 

5674 

32993 

2804 

Number  inspected 

4557 

1437 

5674 

32993 

2804 

Dressed  carcases  inspected 

46 

368 

53 

156 

50 

Total  inspected 

4603 

1805 

5727 

33149 

2854 

All  Diseases  except  Tuberculosis: 

Whole  carcases  condemned ... 

8 

59 

77 

153 

11 

Carcases  of  which  some  part 
or  organ  was  condemned  ... 

369 

479 

45 

1238 

190 

Percentage  of  the  number  in¬ 
spected  affected  with  disease 
other  than  tuberculosis  ... 

8.19 

29.81 

2.13 

4.19 

7.04 

Tuberculosis  only  : 

Whole  carcases  condemned  ... 

19 

134 

14 

— 

18 

Carcases  of  w'hich  some  part 
or  organ  was  condemned  ... 

491 

699 

— 

— 

224 

Percentage  of  the  number  in¬ 
spected  affected  with  tuber¬ 
culosis  ...  :.. 

11.08 

46.14 

0.24 

— 

8.47 

Diseased  and  unsound  conditions  found  in  the  animals  dealt 
with  caused  the  detention  and  surrender  for  destruction  of  a 
total  weight  in  carcases  and  offal  of  86  tons  15  cwts.  3qtrs.  23 lbs., 
details  of  which  are  given  in  the  following  table  : — 

Carcases  Offal 


Beef  ... 

Veal  . 

Mutton  and  Lamb 
Pork  . 


103,508  lbs  A 
5,313  lbs.  | 

6,378  lbs.  I  71,858  lbs. 
7,370  lbs.J 
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The  following  foodstuffs  other  than  meat,  being  unfit  for 
human  consumption,  were  voluntarily  surrendered  for  destruction  : 


Fish 
Bacon 
Dried  Fruit 
Tinned  Goods 


0,409  lbs.  FishCakes 

991  f  lbs.  Cheese 

4  lbs.  Cooked  Meats 

4,244  tins  Other  Foods  ... 


144 
19£lbs. 
40  lbs. 
722  lbs. 


PREVALENCE  OF,  AND  CONTROL  OVER,  INFECTIOUS  AND 

OTHER  DISEASES 

There  were  only  176  notifications  of  infectious  disease  compared 
with  716  in  the  previous  year. 

Scarlet  Fever  accounted  for  74  of  the  176  cases. 

There  were  no  notifications  of  Enteric  Fever,  Smallpox,  or 
Poliomyelitis. 

There  was  only  one  case  of  Cerebro  Spinal  Fever  (not  notified), 
the  diagnosis  being  made  after  death. 

There  were  no  deaths  from  Scarlet  Fever,  Diphtheria,  or  Measles, 
but  there  was  one  death  from  Whooping  Cough. 

Diphtheria 

There  was  one  case  only  of  Diphtheria,  compared  with  12  and 
32  in  the  previous  years  respectively.  This  one  case  had  been  pre¬ 
viously  immunised,  and  was  a  very  mild  case. 

Parents,  as  a  result  of  discussions  with  friends  or  from  persistent 
propaganda,  are  now,  more  frequently  than  in  the  past,  bringing 
their  infants  on  their  own  initiative  for  immunisation. 

Health  Visitors  use  their  persuasive  efforts  to  win  over  the 
indifferent  or  the  apathetic. 

Diphtheria  immunisation  work  carried  out  during  the  year  was 
as  follows  : — 


Post 

Immunisations 

Schick  Tests 

Pre-School  Children 

483 

Pos.  Neg. 

50  646 

SchoolChildren  ... 

103 

Totals 

586 

696 
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During  the  past  five 

years  the  following 

immunisation  work 

has  been  done  : — 

Children 

Children 

Immunised 

Shick  Tested 

1940  . 

677 

501 

1941  . 

1676 

718 

1942  . 

...  1634 

1320 

1943  . 

826 

984 

1944  . 

586 

696 

The  total  number  of 

children  who  have 

been  immunised  in 

Shrewsbury  under  Local  Authority  schemes  and  not  counting  those 
immunised  privately,  was  6,933  up  to  the  end  of  the  year  1944. 

It  was  estimated  that  at  the  end  of  1944,  58%  of  children 
below  the  age  of  5  years  and  approximately  73%  between  the 
age  of  1  and  5  years  had  been  immunised,  whereas  83%  of  school 
children  were  immunised. 

Dysentery 

Although  only  7  cases  of  Dysentery  were  notified,  it  is  most 
probable  that  there  were  actually  more  cases  than  this  number. 

In  following  up  enquiries  of  one  of  the  notified  cases,  it  was 
discovered  that  in  the  household  of  the  producer  retailer  who 
supplied  milk  to  the  family,  there  were  two  persons  suffering  from 
diarrhoea,  which  on  subsequent  bacteriological  examination  was 
shown  to  be  due  to  Bacillus  Dysenteriae  (Sonne). 

Conditions  of  milk  production  at  this  small  farm,  which  was 
outside  the  Borough  boundaries,  were  not  satisfactory,  and  steps 
were  taken  in  conjunction  with  the  adjoining  Local  Authority  to 
rectify  matters. 

One  of  the  infected  persons  on  this  farm,  a  child,  was  removed 
to  the  Isolation  Hospital,  but  steps  were  not  taken  to  compel 
removal  of  her  mother,  who  was  also  infected. 

A  list  of  all  the  households  supplied  with  milk  from  this  farm 
was  obtained,  and  each  household  was  visited  to  enquire  as  to  the 
existence  or  recent  experience  of  diarrhoea  or  other  gastro-intestinal 
symptoms. 

At  least  12  persons  were  recorded  who  had  suffered  from  sus¬ 
picious  symptoms,  some  having  been  attended  by  their  own  doctors. 

A  rectal  swab  taken  from  a  child  recovering  from  diarrhoea 
showed  the  presence  of  Sonne  Dysentery  organisms. 
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The  patients  at  the  farm  eventually  became  clear  of  organisms, 
and  there  were  no  further  known  cases. 

Scabies 

The  number  of  persons  treated  at  the  Dermal  Clinic  was  727, 
compared  with  769  in  the  previous  year. 

The  various  age  groups  treated  were  as  follows  : — 


Pre-School 

School 

Adults 

Children 

Children 

Borough  of  Shrewsbury  . 

..  102 

242 

309 

Atcham  Rural  District  . 

3 

21 

46 

Clun  Rural  District 

— 

2 

2 

Monthly  Incidence  of  Infectious  Diseases  Notified,  1944 


(Not  including  Tuberculosis). 


Month 

Erysipelas 

Ophthalmia 

Neonatorum 

Acute  Primary 
Pneumonia 

Acute  Influenzal 
Pneumonia 

Puerperal 

Pyrexia 

Scarlet  Fever 

Diphtheria 

Dysentery 

Measles 

Whooping  Cough 

January... 

1 

— 

— 

2 

i 

4 

— 

• — 

— 

— 

February 

1 

— 

— 

— 

2 

2 

— 

— 

— 

3 

March . 

1 

— 

4 

— 

i 

4 

i 

— 

1 

7 

April  . 

— 

i 

1 

— 

i 

5 

— 

4 

— 

3 

May  . 

1 

— 

1 

i 

— 

14 

— 

— 

10 

June 

— 

— 

1 

— 

2 

4 

— 

— 

2 

7 

July  . 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

13 

— 

— 

1 

3 

August . 

— 

— 

1 

— 

1 

3 

— 

1 

2 

2 

September  . 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

4 

— 

— 

— 

1 

October . 

— 

i 

— 

— 

1 

7 

— 

2 

— 

3 

November 

1 

— 

1 

— 

— 

3 

— 

— 

4 

2 

December 

2 

2 

1 

— 

1 

11 

— 

— 

9 

— 

Totals 

7 

4 

10 

3 

10 

74 

i 

7 

19 

41 

44 
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M0NKM00R  ISOLATION  HOSPITAL 

The  war  time  complement  of  beds  for  infectious  diseases  is  60 
at  Monkmoor  Isolation  Hospital,  with  16  reserve  beds,  in  case  of 
emergency,  at  Underdale  Hospital. 

Monkmoor  Hall,  which  provided  24  beds  and  was  equipped  as 
a  war  measure,  was,  with  the  sanction  of  the  Ministry  of  Health 
and  the  Salop  County  Council,  closed  down  on  31st  December,  1944. 

Although  on  paper  and  in  actual  fact  there  are  76  beds  provided, 
this  number  of  beds  could  not  be  filled  by  patients  owing  to  the 
shortage  of  nursing  and  domestic  staff. 
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It  is  a  fortunate  coincidence  that  with  this  staff  difficulty  there 
has  been  a  considerable  drop  in  the  incidence  of  Diphtheria  cases, 
owing  mainly  to  the  immunisation  campaign,  so  much  so  that  for 
considerable  periods  at  a  time  during  the  year  the  Diphtheria 
block  has  been  empty,  and  so  has  eased  what  would  otherwise  have 
been  a  considerable  administrative  problem. 


Cases  Admitted 

Patients  are  admitted  not  only  from  the  area  of  the  Joint  Hospital 
Board,  which  is  the  Borough  of  Shrewsbury  and  the  Atcham  Rural 
District,  but  also  from  the  Counties  of  Salop,  Montgomery  and 
Radnor. 

Military  cases  from  all  the  above  areas  are  also  admitted  accord¬ 
ing  to  available  accommodation. 

The  total  number  of  admissions  during  1944  was  308,  compared 
with  304,  461  and  611  in  the  previous  years  respectively. 

The  respective  number  of  admissions  from  the  undermentioned 
areas  was  as  follows  : — 


Borough  of  Shrewsbury 
Atcham  Rural  District 
County  of  Salop 
County  of  Montgomery 
County  of  Radnor 
Military  cases  (all  areas) 


70  cases 


11 

124 

17 

9 

77 


1 1 


)  t 


Total  ...  308 


The  areas  from  which  patients  were  sent,  together  with  the 
disease  for  which  they  were  admitted,  are  given  in  the  following 
table. 
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The  diseases  for  which  patients  were  admitted  and  the  respective 
number  of  patients  for  each  disease  were  as  follows 


cases 

cases 

Scarlet  Fever  ... 

191 

Dysentery 

6 

Diphtheria 

39 

German  Measles 

16 

Cerebro-Spinal  Fever  ... 

7 

Whooping  Cough 

11 

Typhoid  Fever 

3 

Erysipelas 

9 

Paratyphoid  Fever 

3 

Mumps  ... 

9 

Vincent’s  Angina 

2 

Measles  ... 

11 

Chickenpox  ...  ...  1  case 


Revised  Diagnosis 

Of  the  above  308  cases,  no  less  than  62  or  20%,  after  due  obser¬ 
vation,  were  found  to  be  suffering  from  conditions  other  than  those 
for  which  admitted. 

In  a  small  hospital  with  limited  accommodation  and  staff,  it 
adds  considerably  to  the  anxieties  and  responsibilities  of  those 
whose  task  it  is  to  prevent  cross  infection  of  other  patients,  as 
well  as  prevent  the  wrongly  diagnosed  case  also  picking  up  another 
disease. 

It  may  here  be  stated  that  the  eight  cubicles  allow  us  to  deal 
with  these  errors,  and  without  them  the  work  of  the  Hospital  would 
be  seriously  curtailed. 

Treatment 

Scarlet  Fever. — Of  the  191  cases  sent  in  as  Scarlet  Fever,  24 
were  re-diagnosed,  giving  167  cases,  among  whom  there  were  no 
deaths. 

One  patient  who  had  suffered  from  Scarlet  Fever  at  her  home 
for  ten  days  without  going  to  bed  or  calling  in  a  doctor,  became 
critically  ill  with  Streptococcal  Septicaemia.  On  admission  she 
was  unconscious  with  a  temperature  of  nearly  105°.  She  failed  to 
respond  to  Sulphonamide  therapy,  and  was  treated  with  intra¬ 
muscular  injections  of  Penicillin  3-hourly,  day  and  night,  for  five 
days.  She  made  a  rapid  recovery,  and  undoubtedly  would  have 
died  but  for  Penicillin. 

Diphtheria. — Of  the  39  cases  sent  in  as  Diphtheria,  21  were 
re-diagnosed,  thus  leaving  18  cases  only  of  true  Diphtheria. 

To  illustrate  the  fall  in  the  incidence  of  Diphtheria  in  an  area 
of  three  counties  catered  for  by  this  Isolation  Hospital,  the  cases 
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of  confirmed  Diphtheria  treated 
five  years  : — 


1940 


have  been  as  follows  in  the 
221  cases 


past 


1941 

1942 

1943 

1944 


216 

127 

65 

18 


* } 


>  t 


Of  the  18  true  cases  of  Diphtheria,  one  patient,  who  was  not 
immunised,  died. 

Among  the  18  cases,  four  had  been  immunised  and  two  partially 
immunised. 

It  is  worth  recording  that  for  the  first  time  Penicillin  was  used 
in  a  very  severe  and  virulent  case  of  Diphtheria,  which  was  not 
responding  to  antitoxin. 

The  effect  of  the  Penicillin  was  definitely  noticeable  clinically, 
and  the  patient  whom  it  is  considered  would  have  died  but  for 
Penicillin  made  a  good  recovery. 

Cerebro-Spinal  Fever. — Out  of  seven  patients  admitted  as  cases 
of  Cerebro-Spinal  Fever,  four  were  re-diagnosed  as  cases  of  Pneu¬ 
monia,  Sub-Arachnoid  Haemorrhage  and  Pneumococcal  Meningitis 
(two  cases). 

The  three  cases  of  Cerebro-Spinal  Fever  recovered. 

Since  the  outbreak  of  war  142  cases  of  Cerebro-Spinal  Fever 
have  been  treated  with  18  deaths,  or  a  total  case  mortality  of  12.6%. 


Year 

Cases 

Deaths 

Case 

Mortality 

1939 

2 

Nil 

Nil  ' 

1940 

61 

12 

21% 

1941 

48 

4 

8.3% 

1942 

24 

2 

8.3% 

1943 

4 

Nil 

Nil 

1944 

3 

Nil 

Nil 

Surgical  Operations 

Two  Mastoid  operations  and  one  operation  for  Tracheotomy 
were  performed  by  the  visiting  Ear,  Nose  and  Throat  Specialist. 
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Return  Cases  and  Cross  Infection 

There  was  one  return  case  of  Scarlet  Fever. 

Three  cases  of  Chickenpox  occurred  among  patients  who  were 
infected  by  children  from  a  hostel  admitted  with  another  disease, 
but  incubating  Chickenpox  on  admission. 

Health  of  Staff 

No  member  of  the  nursing  or  domestic  staff  contracted  any 
infectious  disease. 

One  nurse  was  Dick  tested  and  three  nurses  were  inoculated 
against  Typhoid-Paratyphoid  Fevers. 

Bacteriological  Work 

All  specimens  and  swabs  for  bacteriological  examination  are 
now  dealt  with  at  the  Pathological  Laboratories  at  the  Royal  Salop 
Infirmary. 

Deaths 

There  were  two  deaths  during  the  year  among  the  308  patients  ; 
one  died  of  Diphtheria  and  one  from  Pneumococcal  Meningitis. 
There  were  no  deaths  of  Shrewsbury  or  Ateham  patients. 

TUBERCULOSIS 

The  Salop  County  Council  administer  the  Tuberculosis  service, 
but  close  co-operation  is  maintained,  chiefly  in  connection  with 
disinfection  of  rooms  occupied  by  infectious  patients  or  in  re-housing 
those  whose  housing  conditions  are  unsatisfactory. 


Tuberculosis. 


AGE  PERIODS 

NEW 

CASES 

DEATHS 

Respiratory 

Non- 

Respiratory 

Respiratory 

Non- 

Respiratory 

M.  F. 

M.  F. 

M.  F. 

M.  F. 

0  to  1  . 

—  — 

1 

9  9 

—  — 

1 

5—15  . 

_  _ 

2  2 

—  1 

_  _ 

15—26  . 

3  5 

5  2 

-  - 

—  1 

25—36  . 

5  5 

-  - 

1  2 

-  - 

35—45  . 

8  3 

_  2 

2  1 

-  - 

45—56  . 

5  — 

i 

-  - 

-  - 

55—65  . 

1  3 

1  2 

2  1 

—  1 

65  and  upwards 

1 

—  — 

—  — 

-  - 

Totals  ... 

23  16 

11  11 

5  5 

1  2 
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Of  the  13  deaths  from  Tuberculosis,  6,  or  46%,  were  not  notified 
before  death. 

The  Phthisis  (Respiratory  or  Pulmonary  Tuberculosis)  death 
rate  for  the  year  was  0.23  per  1,000  population,  compared  with 
0.56  in  the  previous  year. 

Public  Health  (Prevention  of  Tuberculosis)  Regulations,  1925 

It  was  not  found  necessary  to  take  any  action  under  the  above 
Regulations. 

Public  Health  Act,  1925,  Section  92 

No  cause  for  action. 

BACTERIOLOGICAL  WORK 

The  following  work  was  carried  out  at  the  Laboratory  at  the 
Health  Centre  until  it  closed  down  on  March  31st 

Number  Positive  Negative 
|  Isolation  Hospital  98  3  95 

From  ;  School  cases  and  14  2  12 

(  contacts 

DISINFECTION  AND  DISINFESTATION 

A  summary  of  the  work  carried  out  by  the  Sanitary  Inspectors 
in  connection  with  infectious  disease,  disinfection  and  disinfestation 
work  is  as  follows  : — 

Visits  made  in  connection  with  Infectious  disease  ...  200 

Disinfection  Tuberculosis  .  28 

carried  out  after  Other  infectious  diseases  ...  ...  18 

Council  houses  treated  for  Bug  Infestation  ...  ...  15 

Disinfectant  supplied  for  Infectious  disease  purposes  19 

At  the  Municipal  Hostel  the  Superintendent  dealt  with  the 
following  articles  by  Steam  Disinfection  : — 

Blankets  ...  ...  1657 

Mattresses  ...  ...  508 

Pillows  .  284 


Swabs  for 

Diphtheria 

Bacilli 
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MATERNITY  AMD  CHILD  WELFARE 

Unobtrusively  and  steadily  the  work  of  Health  Visiting  and 
Welfare  Centre  work  proceeds,  and  though  short  staffed  for  part 
of  the  year,  there  was  an  increase  in  the  amount  of  work  done  in 
both  directions  compared  with  the  previous  year. 

Under  the  section  of  this  Report  headed  Infant  Mortality,  it 
will  have  been  seen  that,  however  much  or  little  one  may  attribute 
the  saving  of  infant  lives  to  Maternity  and  Child  Welfare  work, 
the  fact  remains  that  Shrewsbury  compares  more  than  favourably 
with  other  towns  of  similar  or  greater  size. 

The  question  of  a  more  convenient  Maternity  Home  has  been 
raised  more  than  once,  but  neither  in  the  present  state  of  uncertainty 
as  to  the  future  status  of  non-county  Borough  Welfare  Authorities, 
nor  the  eventual  settled  down  policy  of  home  versus  hospital  confine¬ 
ment,  ought  one  to  rush  blindly  into  erecting  new  institutions, 
which  are  costly  to  conduct  even  when  the  need  for  them  is 
imperative. 

In  present  conditions  of  overcrowding  and  lack  of  individual 
homes,  it  is  inevitable  that  many  more  women  need  confinement 
facilities  in  hospital,  but  these  conditions  will  not  last  for  ever. 

If,  by  a  concerted  housing  drive,  homes  are  made  available  in 
the  near  future,  and  if  an  organised  scheme  of  home  helps  for 
maternity  cases,  as  well  as  for  ordinary  domestic  purposes  is  intro¬ 
duced  and  is  successful,  then  there  is  no  reason  why  the  majority 
of  women  should  not  be  confined  at  home,  which,  when  the  home 
is  satisfactory  and  help  is  available,  is  better  than  any  hospital 
with  its  necessary  routine  and  its  risks  of  infection,  however  modern 
and  scientifically  conducted  it  may  be. 

Psychology  plays  a  greater  part  in  everyday  affairs  than  many 
people  are  aware  of,  and  not  least  among  those  affairs  is  that 
triumph  of  a  woman’s  life,  childbirth. 

One  is  more  likely  to  feel  happy  and  contented  undergoing  a 
crisis  in  surroundings  that  are  familiar,  with  relatives  and  friends 
near  at  hand  if  need  be,  and  with  nursing  and  domestic  help  to 
relieve  worry  and  anxieties,  than  one  might  experience  as  a  unit 
in  a  ward  of  strangers,  all  subjected  to  the  same  hospital  discipline 
and  dietary  and  receiving  no  more  than  one’s  share  of  personal 
attention. 

In  accordance  with  Ministry  of  Health  Circular  2866,  a  Social 
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Worker  (Miss  E.  Douce)  was  appointed  in  April  to  undertake  work 
in  connection  with  the  care  of  illegitimate  children. 

Shrewsbury  was  very  fortunate  in  being  able  to  secure  the 
services  of  Miss  Douce,  who  has  had  great  experience,  not  only  in 
Police  Court  Probation  work,  but  as  Superintendent  of  the  Hostel 
for  Unmarried  Mothers  in  Shrewsbury. 


A  short  summary  of  the  above  Social  Worker’s  work  for  the 
year,  April,  1944,  to  March  31st,  1945,  is  as  follows  : — 

Total  number  of  cases  dealt  with  ...  ...  75 

Home  visits  paid  ...  ...  ...  ...  73 

Interviews  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  110 

Letters  sent  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  120 

Telephone  calls  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  20 

There  is  complete  co-operation  between  the  Social  Worker  and 
the  Health  Visitors,  which  includes  the  transmission  of  information 
from  the  latter  to  the  former  concerning  expectant  unmarried 
women  and  all  cases  of  illegitimate  births  which  come  to  their 
notice. 


VISITS  OF  HEALTH  VISITORS 


Ante- 

Natal 

Visits 

Under 

1  year 

1—5 

Years 

Visits 

Infant 

Death 

Enquiries 

Still¬ 

birth 

Enquiries 

Infant  Life 
Protection 

V  isits 

Totals 

First 

Visits 

Return 

Visits 

January  ... 

34 

62 

122 

222 

1 

— 

3 

444 

February 

28 

58 

88 

192 

— 

— 

— 

366 

March 

25 

68 

96 

213 

1 

1 

— 

404 

April 

36 

71 

146 

244 

1 

2 

3 

503 

May 

23 

74 

75 

234 

1 

— 

2 

409 

June 

24 

73 

103 

190 

2 

1 

— 

393 

July 

39 

70 

162 

260 

— 

— 

1 

532 

August  ... 

28 

52 

138 

217 

— 

1 

2 

438 

September 

43 

79 

172 

346 

— 

1 

i 

642 

October  ... 

24 

63 

154 

260 

2 

— 

i 

504 

November 

24 

57 

87 

102 

i 

— 

— 

271 

December 

15 

68 

52 

123 

2 

1 

i 

262 

Total  ... 

343 

795 

1395 

2603 

ii 

7 

14 

5168 
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WELFARE  CENTRES 


Under  1  year 

Health  White 

Centre  House 

1 — 5  years 

Health  White 

Centre  House 

Expectant 

Mothers 

Health  White 

Centre  House 

<  Borough 
New  Cases  i 

629 

217 

29 

(  County 

21 

18 

— 

Total  Attendances  of 

Old  and  New  Cases 

3588  2847 

1956  2706 

29  49 

6435 

4662 

78 

The  amount  o  f  work  done  at  each  session  may  be  gauged  from 


the  following  average  numbers  : — 

Health 

White 

Centre 

House 

Average  attendance  of  Mothers  each  after¬ 
noon 

49 

46 

Average  attendance  of  Children  each  after¬ 
noon 

54 

57 

Average  number  of  children  medically 
examined 

19 

25 

(The  above  average  numbers  include 

mothers 

and  children 

resident  outside  the  Borough.) 

Other  activities  may  be  summarised  as  follows  : — 

Number  of  Mothers  who  received  Dental  Treatment  ...  31 

Number  of  Children  who  received  Dental  Treatment  ...  29 

Number  of  Children  referred  to  Eye,  Ear  and  Throat 

Hospital  .  ...  .  .  7 

Number  of  Home  Helps  provided  ...  ...  ...  ...  5 

Number  of  Children  admitted  to  Orthopaedic  Hospital  ...  4 

Number  of  pounds  of  dried  milk  supplied  ...  ...  ...  2714 

Health  White 

Centre  House 

Number  of  Children  treated  at  Minor  Ailment 

Clinics  .  114  204 
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Ante-Natal  Clinic 

The  following  figures  show  the  work  that  has  been  done  : — 

Number  of  sessions  held  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  62 

Number  of  patients  examined — 

Ante-Natally  ...  ...  ...  ...  *444] 

Post-Natally .  ...  ...  ...  18) 

Total  number  of  attendances  ...  ...  ...  ...  *1031 

*31  and  70  respectively  of  these  numbers  refer  to  women  resident 
outside  the  Borough. 

Of  the  375  new  Borough  patients  examined,  the  reference  of 
the  patients  to  the  Ante-natal  Clinic  was  brought  about  as  follows  : 

For  For 

By  whom  referred  Ante-Natal  Post-Natal 

Examination  Examination 


Doctors 

66 

2 

Midwives  ... 

27 

— 

Health  Visitors  ... 

54 

15 

Own  Initiative 

210 

1 

Of  the  413  women  examined  Ante-Natally,  273  were  known  to 
have  been  confined  during  the  year,  and  the  results  of  the  confine¬ 


ments  were  as  follows 

Numbei  of  Live  Births  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  266 

Number  of  Stillbirths  ...  ...  ...  ...  .  1 

Number  of  Miscarriages  and  Abortions  ...  .  6 

No  record  of  biith  (e.g.,  left  town,  etc.)  ...  ...  ...  35 

Not  yet  confined  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  105 

Confinements  at  own  home  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  79 

Confinements  at  Maternity  Home  ...  ...  ...  ...  194 

Deaths  as  a  result  of  or  following  confinement...  ...  ...  Nil 


The  work  of  the  Ante-Natal  Clinics  has  been  higher  than  ever 
before,  and  has  imposed  hard  work  on  the  part-time  Medical 
Officer  (Dr.  Urquhart),  who  has  carried  out  his  duties  conscientiously 
and  in  a  very  satisfactory  manner. 

It  is  of  some  interest  to  note  that  for  the  pasr  three  years  there 
has  not  been  a  maternal  death  among  those  women  who  have 
attended  our  Ante-Natal  Clinics. 


During  the  year  a  liaison  arrangement  was  made  with  the 
County  Council  in  whose  Hospital  normal  confinements  from  the 
Borough  are  conducted. 

It  was  felt  that  the  Medical  Superintendent  of  this  Hospital, 
who  is  responsible  for  the  conduct  of  confinements,  should  be  in 
touch  with  women  who  had  booked  a  bed  for  confinement,  in  the 
ante-natal  period  before  entering  the  Hospital. 

The  Medical  Superintendent  instituted  a  Special  Ante-Natal 
Clinic  in  Shrewsbury,  where,  towards  the  end  of  pregnancy,  lie 
himself  examined  the  patients  who  were  subsequently  to  be  confined 
at  his  Hospital. 

It  was  agreed,  therefore,  that  though  early  in  pregnancy  women 
might  attend  Borough  Ante-Natal  clinics,  they  should  be  trans¬ 
ferred  later  in  pregnancy  to  the  County  Council  Ante-Natal  Clinic 
if  they  were  to  be  confined  at  the  County  Council  Hospital. 

Maternity  Beds 

Beds  for  normal  confinements  are  provided  at  the  County 
Council  Hospital. 

Ante-Natal  cases  for  observation  or  treatment  are  also  admitted 
when  required. 

The  number  of  confinements  of  Shrewsbury  women  at  the 
County  Council  Hospital  during  the  year  was  268. 

Maternal  Mortality  and  Morbidity 

Cases  of  abnormal  or  difficult  labour  are  admitted  to  the 
Maternity  Department  at  the  Royal  Salop  Infirmary. 

The  following  brief  particulars  are  recorded 

Cases  of  Puerperal  Pyrexia  notified  .  ...  10 

Cases  of  Puerperal  Pyrexia  removed  to  Hospital  (eight 

cases  already  in  Hospital  or  Nursing  Home)  ...  Nil 
Deaths  from  Puerperal  Sepsis  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

Deaths  from  other  Puerperal  causes  ...  ...  ...  2 

Maternal  Mortality  Rate  ...  ...  ...  ...  3.4 

The  services  of  the  Council’s  Obstetric  Consultant  were  required 
on  two  occasions. 

There  were  no  consultations  held  in  respect  of  Puerperal  Pyrexia. 


INFANT  LIFE  PROTECTION 

The  three  Health  Visitors  act  as  Infant  Life  Protection  Visitors. 

In  the  majority  of  cases  foster  children  are  brought  to  the 
Welfare  Centres,  as  well  as  being  supervised  in  their  homes. 

The  number  of  persons  receiving  children  for  reward  on  the 
register  at  the  end  of  the  year  was  13. 

The  number  of  children  on  the  register  at  the  same  date  was  15. 


